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SUBJ: BLACK AFRICAN VIEWS OP US INPLUENCE ON 
SOUTH AFRICA RE RHODESIA 

REF: STATE 210056 AND 214655 (NOTAL,) USUN 3502 (NOTAL) AND 
3667 (NOTAL, LUSAKA 2049 

1. 1 HAVE NOTED WITH INTEREST THAT REPRESENTATIVES OP VARIOUS 
APRICAN STATES HAVE BEEN VOICING (E.G., IN CONVERSATIONS WITH 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY EASUM) THEIR BELIEP THAT USG CAN AND SHOULD 
USE ITS INPLUENCE ON SOUTH APRICA. PARTICULAR MENTION HAS BEEN 
MADE THAT WE SHOULD ENDEAVOR TO CONVINCE SAG TO WITHDRAW ITS FORCES 
PROM RHODESIA. WHILE MANY AFRICAN LEADERS ARE PROBABLY UNABLE TO 
ACCEPT THE PACT THAT OUR INPLUENCE WITH SOUTH APRICANS IS MUCH 
LESS THAN THEY BELIEVE, THERE IS ONE IMPORTANT PACTOR REGARDING 
SOUTH AFRICA'S PRESENCE IN RHODESIA WHICH APRICANS PROBABLY HAVE 
NOT CONSIDERED AND WHICH ADDRESSEES MAY FIND USEFUL TO MENTION IN 
TALKS WITH THEM. 

2. IN CONVERSATIONS I HAVE HAD WITH HIGH LEVEL SAG OFPICIALS, THEY 
HAVE STATED THAT SOUTH AFRICA VERY MUCH WANTS TO SEE A PEACEPUL 
SETTLEMENT TO RHODESIAN PROBLEM. THEY EMPHASIZE THAT SOUTH APRICA 
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GOVERNMENT IN RHODESIA. SOUTH AFRICANS, MOREOVER, ARE AWARE THAT 
IAN SMITH REGIME CANNOT HOLD OUT INDEFINITELY AND IS BOUND TO LOSE 
MILITARY STRUGGLE. 

3. DESPITE THESE VIEWS, THESE OFFICIALS SAY SOUTH AFRICAN CANNOT 
SIMPLY BRING ITS POLICE HOME FROM RHODESIA. SAG IS FACED WITH A 
DILEMMA. IT WANTS TO EXTRICATE ITSELF FROM INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT 
SITUATION IN RHODESIA, BUT FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL REASONS FEELS IT 
CANNOT AFFORD TO DO SO UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. SAG LEADERS 
BELIEVE THAT WITHDRAWAL OF SA POLICE FROM RHODESIA WOULD BE CONDEMNED 
BY MANY SOUTH AFRICAN WHITES WHO WOULD SEE IT AS VIOLATION OF TRUST 
AND BETRAYAL OF KITH AND KIN IN RHODESIA. WITHDRAWAL ALSO COULD 

RAISE FEARS AMONG WHITES IN THIS COUNTRY ABOUT SAG'S DETERMINATION 
TO PROTECT THEIR OWN FUTURE. 

4. THIS IS A SUBJECT WE MAY WISH TO EXPLORE FURTHER DURING MEETING 
OF CHIEFS OF MISSION WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY EASUM IN LUSAKA NEXT 
MONTH. 

HURD 
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